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President James R. Xillisn _
Hassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, ?%za,suac%mntt_s_

Dear Prestdent 7illiant

I am writing to ask you to let us havc the services
of Dr. “ax ‘#41li%an for sn additionsl six months from

]

1 ol to 1 Jenuary 155¢.

¥e were in hopes when Dr, ¥11¥ Ban Tirst joined us
thet we conld lind somgone rather sromptly to ascist him
in organiving the iaportant work with wiichiMis office is
‘charged asd 4o take over and carry i4 & sreard when he pew
turned o ¥.1.7, TL has taken longer both te et the v
office vader way ant Lo find an appropriuc. persca for the
permancat rosition than we Lad eXpecte e LONQVEry We Nade
Some progres: and helleve that by fall thére is a good
chance tiiat we can secure the man we want.,

The work is of auch complexity Shat we feal it is
essential that 7o, Hilliken should overlag hie successor
by several monthc in order ot to lose the womestun and
experience we have gained since he arydvede o

It ic aluost impossible to exzgreraie tie importance
of Ur, WM1likan's work in toorcinating and Jirecting this

Governwentts studies of Soviet and satellite industrial
potential, Fe is doing a truly cut@tgnding Jobre

o  Stncerely;
| | e | oo
A et liw & ezl
‘Walter B. Smith
Director
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